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Role of Advanced Nurse Practitioners in Prescribing
	The role of advanced nurse practitioners (ANP) has changed over the years and is hoped to change further in the future. Advance Nurse Practitioner practice depends on the understanding of the main scope of nursing practice during registration. There has been an increase in the number of students being enrolled as Advanced Nurse Practitioners in the United States. The increased development of advanced nurse practitioners has further become a global trend in the last few years. An Advanced Nurse Practitioner is a nurse who can offer a primary or special care to patients. ANPs have various roles and responsibilities to perform as they provide services to the patients (Parker & Hill, 2017). APNs offer similar services as physicians as they engage patients through different treatment procedures. ANPs are highly-qualified nurses that can even offer to prescribe services to the patients. Not all nurses are allowed to make prescriptions to patients. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As an APN, nurses are trained and prepared to take over the role and responsibility of health promotion and management of patients through the use of prescription of pharmacologic and non-pharmacologic methods of treatment. ANPs are highly educated and experienced to diagnose patients and offer complete care for the patient (Parker & Hill, 2017). These nurses are charged with the role of diagnosing patients, describe the condition of the patient, treat minor health complications and infections, treat micro-injuries as well as prescribe the right medication to the patients. Just like physicians, the ANPs can create a bigger picture of the condition or disease affecting the patients. They are also able to conclude depending on the signs and symptoms displayed by the patient. 
	Advanced Nurse Practitioners have a key role in providing primary care to patients. They can make treatment decisions on undifferentiated medical issues. In this case, the ANPs may prescribe pharmacological or non-pharmacological methods of treatment to the patients. This depends on the medical condition affecting the patient. Some conditions are easier to manage and treat, while others require to follow –up consultations to monitor the progress of the patient. Advanced Nurse Practitioners can perform all these roles as it is part of their prescribing roles and responsibilities. The prescription offered by ANPs may also offer advice as a prescription to those patients with chronic illnesses to reduce the instances of hospitalization. The main aim here is to manage these conditions holistically (Woo et al., 2017). ANPs may offer advice on prescribed medication to ensure that the patients clearly understand how to take the medication as well as create awareness on the importance of the medication they prescribe.
	Well qualified advanced nurse practitioners can prescribe medication for any health problem. They are competent enough to understand and diagnose and offer the most appropriate medication to the patients. In case it is difficult to handle a certain patient within their facility, the advanced nurse practitioners may offer referrals to other health facilities. ANPs are also able to collaborate and work as a team when offering critical clinical judgments (Parker & Hill, 2017).  In case they are unsure about making a decision, they may consult each other and together come up with a more effective mode of treatment. Teamwork and collaboration bring about improved healthcare and reduce medical errors in terms of prescription. Lastly, Advanced Nurse Practitioners are charged with the responsibility of prescribing and reviewing medication that they prescribe to avoid further health complications.
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